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‘ Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley

Welcome from Co -Presidents

Dear Friends,

Welcome to our expanded end of the year report on the activities of the Friends of
Scenic Lodi Valley. As you read these pages you will see how busy we have all been this past year

and how busy we plan to be in 2009!

Looking toward next year, we have a number of opportunities looming. One is to
partner with the City of Lodi to assist in developing the park and trail that will be crossing a
rediscovered prairie, looking out over Spring Creek Marsh. Another is partnering with a group of

teachers to develop a cfutdised garden area by the Elementary School. This partnership will
hopefully lead to the creation of a community garden area where folks without space can grow

their own healthy food.

As we have in past years we anticipate continuing our collaborations with the Aldo
Leopold Chapter of Trout Unlimited in their effort to protect and improve the waters of Spring
Creek and with the Bohlman Daffodil planting efforts. We will be continuing to support our home

communities in developing and enacting thoughtful and sustainable comprehensive plans.

We plan to increase our information sharing so that more of our friends and neighbors
are aware of the environmental issues that we face. Also in the works is the development of an

environmental scholarship for a graduating Lodi senior.

Each team has outlined their past activities and their future plans for you. If any of
these projects or teams interests you, please
are interested in that you do not see listed here, please contact a member of the Steering

Committee to see about forming a new team.

Sincerely,

Bill Welch and Diane GodeePfesidents

Other members of the 2008 Steering Committee include:

Jody Thistl@reasurer,Jean Hofman®ecretary;

FSLV Fred Hofmann, Don Thistle, Patti Herman, Beverly Nilles

P.O. Box 208 Allison Seaton, Charlie Luthin, Sheila Landsverk

Lodi W1 535550208 Webmaster:Tim Escher

608]5925666
1608} 2008 Annual Report bySheila Landsverk

www.sceniclodivalley.org
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‘ ‘ Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley

Gibraltar Rock Team

The Gibraltar Rock Team is a new tearso new,
in fact, thereds no actu
initiative was securing
the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for Frien
of Scenic Lodi Valley to serve in an official friends grol
capacity for the property. A friends group traditionally
helps a property manager with volunteer activities and -
services. For Gibraltar Rock such activities may inclut
assisting with a biological inventory, invasive plant i
control, leading interpretive hikes, helping collect histc
or anecdotal information, and raising funds to help

purchase equipment or build infrastructure.

In spring, 2008, a meeting was held at the Lodi
|l ibrary to share whatds
citizens of the area. The guest speaker was Rich Eva
then-park superintendent for Devils Lake State Park.
Gibraltar Rock falls under the jurisdiction of Devils Lak
As most folks know, the DNR acquired the property
from the county in 2007. The property is slated for a

master planning process sometime in the next year.

br al t a

There was a special celebration of the formal transfer of the land from county to
state in the spring, attended by FSLV president Bill Welch. In fall, 2008, two area high school
teachers, Paula Tonn (Gibraltar School, Lodi) and Nancy Piraino (Memorial High School,
Madison), converged on Gibraltar Rock with groups of students with the mission of pulling

garlic mustard, a highly invasive weedy plant.

A DVD entailed the history of the Gibraltar Rock was created by Daniel Pertzborn as
an extracurricular enrichment activity and the profits from the sales of this DVD ($658.00)
were donated to the Gibraltar Rock Team .

This winter, team leader Charlie Luthin will organize a Gibraltar Rock meeting in Lodi to
engage area citizens in the Team, make some plans for the coming year and update citizens
on the current status of the property.

Anyone interested in helping on the Gibraltar Rock Team should contact Charlie at:
charluthin@verizon.nebr 592-4326.
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‘ Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley

Lodi Reads Leopold Team

The Lodi Reads Leopold event

occurs each spring on the first weekend in
March and commemorates the spirit of

Aldo Leopold and his land ethic.

The event started as a public
reading ofA Sand County Almafracn
cover to cover. Over the years it has
grown to include a community meal,

forums, and special presentations.

The 9" Annual Lodi Reads Leopold event
[2008]drew more people than ever before
and was a resounding success. A small,
dedicated team coordinates the event but they are assisted by many people throughout the
community, including a number of Friends members who help with the meal, do readlngs
and are involved in other ways. This g . e
event also benefits from the support of

of a land ethic with the young people i

our community. Lodi teachers involve
their students by having them do read-
ings from Leopol d

other representations of his ideas.
In 2008 the LRL team published -
the Leopold ABBookthat was developed by Lodi elementary school students and students

read from their book on the day of the event. Older students have been involved the past
few years, helping out with the meal and doing readings at the event and out in the

community.

This was the third year that wedve included
see this as an important vehicle for helping all of us move beyond reading the words of
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